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DE VRIEZENVEENSCHE COURANT

26 MARCH, 19L2-19L7

Near midnight on the 26th of liarch, 1942, a Wellington
bomber was shot down south,of the road locally called Derde
Leidijk, near Vriezenveen. ' g PIEIET 0T

% The six qccubants = three Inglish and three Australians -
were instently killed and found & last resting-place in
Vriezenveen Cemetery. It behoves us to honour the memory
of those six airmen, whose death has united them for ever wii
our small rural communitye. Pive years have elapsed since %
supreme sacrifice, one of the many thousands vne British Zmpire
has made during the awful struggle for freedom which has now

been crowned with victorye

th
neir

Fl

It is not by mere chance that a British grave is found in
our chwreh~yard; there is no township or village in Holland,
g 3

be it ever so small, that has not one or more of these
among those of its own Service and Resistance men, and
cases the former had to be dug earlier in the war.

We all remember that no civilians were allowed o atiend
the funeral, that the flowers we laid on the graves after the
ceremony were all taken away, and that the Luftwaflfe ordered
six wreaths, Tor which show of human sympathy the bill was
presented to the local civil authorities a few months afterwar
As Tor the grave, we remember too that the Luftwaffe considered
an unsightly wooden cross, stained a dull grey, with s tab,
"Here rest six unknown English airmen® gquite sufficient for the
purpose, though all names were known to them.
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After our liberation the collective grave has been well
looked after, and the six separate resting-places have now been
adopted by Vriezenveen civilians, pending the relatives' ultimate
decisione

The wooden cross, now painted white, extends its arms over
the last remains of six young men, fallen that we too might witness

victory and freedom:

Pilot Officer E.WeCo CREED, ReAeAeFe, first pilote

Sergeant W.WeRe NORTON, ReAeA.T's, second in commande

Captain A.P. (Peter) MAIR, British Army, of Roker,

Sunderland, with a special mission.

Sergeant A.F.M. (Albert) EMMS, R.eA.F., of West Acton, T.ondon.

Sergeant JeR. PAYNE, Re.de.l's, 0of Penrith, Cumberlands

Sergeant W.I. CHRISTSEN, R.Zi.AsFey of Bundaberg, Queensland,
Australiae
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Vriesenvesn;
1hth April, 1947

Deay lire Croed,

, At the fivaet place I wish $o thank
vou hearty for the food packet, which was sent by you
and the letter shul in this.

It was a long time before I preceived
an information of you, After the liberation of
Holland we have looked for conbact with the British
Alrainistey to nult as soon as possible for -the fanily
of the killied airmens Por we 4ld pot Inow 1L the
Geranneg vie the Red Cross would contimued the informations,
because they paintsd on the graves “iere rest six uninown
British Alrmen', thourh their names were well nowne

| At any rate we known the nase of your aon
immediatalys

By the sane mail I send you a“Wriesenvesns
he Courant” in whish you oan read the nmmes of the other
five menbers of the coreve

It in this Couwrand obliging arlticle

A

was pleeed in conseguence of the second yesrs day of ihe
pagsed scoidente

Snclosed I send you two nhoto's of the
grave in which has found your son hias last reating place.

I ask you kindness %o send me & phobo of pous
80N

‘ My wife writes wyou s8till s gecnarate letier o
tell you some drivates.

Wow as for the gquestion of a liast ol the wost
negessary requirengntss

Nos my dsar Jir Creed, don't expect of =e
that you this would receive of me. e didn't addopied tho
grave of youwr son for to gelt with this a relation in the
foreigre country, and {0 get in this way sonetbing. It is only
and alone done to refturn thankzs to them who are killed for the




2

liberation of our dear native country. We are much under
great obligation to this hero's.

At last [ ask you to want to tell me the
birvthday of your son.

Yours very sincerliy

(Signed) F. Holbert.

¥s Eolbert,

3=375s

VRIESENVEEN,
HOLLAND.



Vriesenveen,

14th April, 19LT

Dear Mr. Creed,

. At Tirst our harty thanks for the
packet, which you sent us. It was a very fine Hastern
surprises.

We were very glad with it for though we
get to eat enough again, everything is distribuated still
again and nice guch as ralsins, ete. is not to be buy againe
Too for the lard ws are very thankfule

You wrote what we need, il that was not
the meaning ¢f cowurse, for we adopted the grave of your son
with all love as thanks and respect for sur liberations.

Don'i you have any other children than this
son?

f é

We are wmarried ordly for o year and expectated
in lay cur first Labye iy husband is in a notary office.

when you ever came in Holland, you shall be
wellcome from heartyve

Yours sincerely,

(S8igned) HMiss B. F. Holbert - Aman

A\
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