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No 214 SQUADRON
1917 — 1977

DISBANDMENT PARADE

28th JANUARY 1977



No 214 SQUADRON HISTORY

No 214 Squadron was originally formed as No 14 Squadron
of the RNAS in July 1917 at Couderkerque, near Dunkirk,
flying Handley Page 0/100, and later 0/400, strategic
bombers. Raids were mounted against naval targets around
Ostend and Zeebrugge, but after incorporation into the RAF
the Squadron turned to land targets and interdiction sorties
against enemy lines of communication. When the war ended
214 stayed on the Continent as part of the Army of
Occupation. However, in July 1919 the Squadron moved to
Abu Sueir in Egypt where it disbanded in February 1920.

The Squadron reformed at Boscombe Down in September
1935 with Vickers Virginias, but was later re-equipped with
the Handley Page Harrow. By the outbreak of the second
World War 214 had converted to Wellingtons and was
employed in the night bomber oitensive against Germany and
Occupied Europe. The Black Forest and the Ruhr were
among the targets attacked, but as the Battle of the Atlantic
reached its height, 214 turned its attention to the submarine
pens and repair yards in the Channel ports. In September
1941 the Squadron was adopted by the British Malaya
Association and became the Federated Malay States Squad-
ron. After converting to the Short Stirling in 1942 the
Squadron took part in the first thousand bomber raid on
Cologne and, later, similar raids on Essen and Bremen. By
January 1944, however, 214 had re-equipped with the B17
Fortress and was flying radio and radar countermeasure
sorties against German night fighters. At the conclusion of
the war the Squadron had flown 4.369 operational sorties and
had collected 2 DSOs, 12 DFCs, 29 DFMs, 1 AFM and 1 BEM.

The Squadron was disbanded shortly after the end of
hostilities, but in 1946 reformed at Upwood with the Lan-
caster. Later the Lincoln replaced the Lancaster and after
anti Mau-Mau operations in Kenya, the Squadron yet again
disbanded in 1954.

In 1956, equipped with Valiant Bls, 214 reformed as a ‘V’
Bomber Squadron at Marham where, in 1960, it flew the
T initial RAF Trials with Flight Refuelling. In 1962, it changed
T its role to become the RAF’s first Tanker Squadron. Many
& point-to-point records were established by the Squadron,
including the first non-stop UK to Capetown flight in a time
of 11 hours 28 minutes. In February 1962, 214’s excellent
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flight refuelling work was officially recognised by Sir Alan
Cobham, himself a pioneer of mid-air refuelling and also
Managing Director of Flight Refuelling Ltd, when he
presented the Squadron with a silver trophy during a special
ceremony at Marham.

With the demise of the Valiant in 1965, 214 was again
disbanded only to be reformed in October 1966 with the
Victor K1. During the last ten years the Squadron has
refuelled Lightnings, Phantoms, Harriers and Jaguars in
Europe, the Middle East, the Far East and the USA. Other
achievements have included tanking the first Lightning across
the Atlantic and enabling a Harrier to successfully take part
in the London-New York Air Race. It is to be hoped that
this will not be the last chapter in the colourful and out-
standing history of No 214 Squadron.

THE SQUADRON CREST

The badge is a nightjar volant affontée
and was chosen because “it is a bird
which is active at night and is
indicative of the role of this
Squadron”. “Ultor in Umbris” the
Squadron motto means ‘“Avenging in
the Shadows”. The authority for the
crest was given by His Majesty King
George VI in March 1938.

THE SQUADRON EMBLEM

The Squadron’s
emblem, which
appeared on the
fin of all 214
Squadron tanker
aircraft, is a
combination of
the Flight
Refuelling
Emblem and the
nightiar from the
Squadron Crest.




No 214 SQUADRON

DISBANDMENT PARADE
28 JANUARY 1977

Reviewing Officer Air Vice Marshal P J Lagesen CB DFC AFC
Air Officer Commanding No 1 Group

Parade Commander and
No 214 Squadron Commander Squadron Leader G W Moffatt

No 214 Squadron Flight

Commander Squadron Leader T V Davies C Eng MI Mech E
Parade Adjutant Flight Lieutenant A M Skelton

Parade Warrant Officer Warrant Officer B Lawton

214 Squadron Standard Flying Officer M R Stevens

Bearer and Escort Warrant Officer B A Coombes

Chief Technician G Wood
Sergeant P McCaulay

214 Standard Orderly Junior Technician A Cottrill

214 Squadron Supernumary  Flight Lieutenant A F Banfield
Officers Flight Lieutenant G C Sharpe
Flight Lieutenant J E Ingham

Guard of Honour Commander Flight Lieutenant A W Binnington

100 Squadron Standard Bearer Flight Lieutenant I Muir BSc

95 Squadron Standard Bearer Flight Lieutenant P A Standing

97 Squadron Standard Bearer Flight Lieutenant R A Lever

Band . Band of the Royal Air Force College Cranwell

Station Commander
Royal Air Force Marham Group Captain D Parry-Evans
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Parade Adjutant orders the Advance
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‘ ,{"'P'ar_aide Commander takes command of the Parade

e Reviewing Officer addresses the Parade, followed by
rayers led by the Chaplain-in-Chief

1 ‘Squadron marches off followed by the Guard of
r, the Standards of Nos 100, 55 and 57 Squadrons
' Band of the Royal Air Force College.




COMMANDING OFFICERS No 214 SQUADRON

DATE

28th July 1917

31st March 1919
16th September 1935
29th October 1937
1st November 1938
25th February 1940
27th October 1940
11th March 1941
4th August 1941

8th September 1941
1st March 1942

20th April 1942
16th July 1942

30th March 1943
26th July 1943

26th August 1944
18th April 1945
27th July 1945

1st December 1945
4th November 1946
6th May 1947

9th March 1949

5th October 1949
10th January 1952
22nd November 1953
28th February 1956
14th February 1958
7th June 1960

15th November 1962
1st January 1965

1st July 1966

Tth June 1968

26th June 1970

12th June 1972

6th July 1974

11th July 1975

24th December 1976

COMMANDING OFFICER

Major H G Brackley DSO DFC

Major W L. Welsh DSC

Wing Commander D F Lucking

Wing Commander O C Bryson MC DFC AM
Wing Commander W Sanderson AFC
Wing Commander F E Nuttall

Wing Commander H Loughnan

Wing Commander R B Jordan DFC
Wing Commander G L Cruikshanks
Wing Commander R D B MacFadden DFC
Wing Commander E J P Davy

Wing Commander K D Knocker

Wing Commander A H Smythe AFC DFC
Wing Commander M V M Clube

Wing Commander D J McGlinn

Wing Commander D D Rogers

Wing Commander R L. Bowes DFC

Wing Commander E B R Lockwood DSO MBE
Wing Commander C C Calder DSO DFC
Squadron Leader J H L. Blount DFC
Squadron Leader C M Clementi OBE
Squadron Leader A J C Hamilton
Squadron Leader J Brain AFC

Squadron Leader E P Landon DFC
Squadron Leader K R Bowhill

Wing Commander L. H Trent VC DFC
Wing Commander M J Beetham DFC
Wing Commander P G Hill

Wing Commander K Smith

Wing Commander P B MacCorkindale
Wing Commander D Mullarkey MBE
Wing Commander C D Preece AFC

Wing Commander J R Tucker

Wing Commander A G Skingsley

Wing Commander D Parry-Evans

Wing Commander J D Lomas

Squadron Leader G W Moffatt



No 214 SQUADRON AIRCRAFT

Handley Page 0/100

HANDLEY PAGE 0/100
HANDLEY PAGE 0/400
VICKERS VIRGINIA X
HANDLEY PAGE HARROW
VICKERS WELLINGTON
SHORT STIRLING
BOEING FORTRESS

AVRO LANCASTER

AVRO LINCOLN

VICKERS VALIANT
HANDLEY PAGE VICTOR

1917
1918
1935
1937
1939
1942
1944
1946
1950
1955
1966

Handley Page Victor K1









Corporal Abbott

Corporal Blankley

Corporal Brine

Corporal Charlesworth

Corporal Claypole

Corporal Fabre

Corporal Ferris

Corporal Hamill

Corporal Sexton

Corporal Welton

Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior

Junior

Technician Allen
Technician Birch
Technician Clayton
Technician Dean
Technician Hannam
Technician Hendry

Technician James

Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Senior

Senior

Technician King
Technician Lambert
Technician McLellan
Technician Ramshaw
Techanician Simpson
Techaician Tracy
Technician Wright
Aircraftman Anderson
Aircraftman Buckland
Lircraftman Hudson
rircraftman Riktoras
tircraftmen Savage
Eircraftman Smith N
Aircraftman Smith J
Aircraftman Whitfield

Adrcraftmen Wilson





