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BOMBARDMENT, THEREBY HELPING m ALLL
OBJECTIVES IN THE GREAT ADVANCE,

No. 214 SQUADRON, R.AF., R
30th September, 1918. -
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R.N.A.S. “TAILS WELL UP”

We're flying by day, and we're flying by night,

We've harried the Hun, and have put him to flight.

Oh, I tell you Life’s great to R.IN.A.S. fellers,

Who, I hear it is said, are the Air Cinderellas!

In the grey of the dawn, in the black of the night,
"Planes heavy with bombs, till at length they are light;
For the trails left behind us, are always the tellers,
When the stunting is done by the Air Cinderellas.

The Squadron’s Formation and Early History.

The history of No. 14 Squadron, RN.A.S,, and No. 214 Squadron
R.A.F. is very largely a history of bold pioneer work which contributed to
wide-spread effects on mankind in later years.

One effect, tragically, was the development of intensified night bombing.
The other, more happily, was the ever-improving establishment of commercial
air lines. For the knowledge gained by the pioneers of the heavy night-flying
aircraft helped materially in the building of the day and night air passenger
services. . ‘ .

And this was finely exemplified in the work of the squadron’s outstanding
commander, later Air Commodore H. G. Brackley, who, as Air Superintendent
of Imperial Airways from 1924 to 1939, and later as a high executive of
B.0.A.C. and B.S.A.A., did magnificent work in creating the British world
network of air services today. ' ;

. Whilst the actual life and work of the Squadron is still vividly in the
of who served with it, to give an accurate account of its

oo easy. The first World War, with the series of
: ince, now seems a long way away, and it is

able hel its former members that




: had its origin in No. 4 Wing, Royal Naval Aj, .
hi E h‘,l:ass c}giglrgctll as No. 4 Squadron at Dover in March, 1915 :n 3e :
whic and of Lieut. Commander C. Courtney, R.N., who late, -EECamé
g)lf'] é}] Marshal Sir Christopher Courtney. In August of that_ year it wag
f ! d to Eastchurch where Flight Sub Lieut. Brackley joined it, A,
erre time Warrant Officer Jack Alcock was posted to its strength, 7,
?zaémw?vas popularly known, later became Sir John Alcock, when in 197
Sir A. Whitten-Brown they made the first Atlantic crossing by aiy from }
Scotia to Ireland. 3 i o "
rch is one of the most histori istory of fly
this ffjfﬁ};}l Not only was it, in effect, the blrthplqce-ofl the Roya]'y &
Air Service, but it was one of the first aerodromes in Britain where
was undertaken methodically and seriously.

As far back as February, 1911, Mr. Francis McClean (now §
offered to lend aircraft to the Admiralty to instruct Naval officers
One of the first four to be chosen for the course was Lieut. C, R, Samson,
later became the famous Commander Samson. :

The first time the Squadron was in " action " was the occasi
the powder factory at Faversham blew up with heavy loss of life. Tk
doors at Eastchurch, though about 7 miles away, were blown i
from the Squadron, and the Naval Flying School, went to the scen
available transport, to help. ; >

In May, 1916, No. 4 Squadron was again moved, this time to
personnel travelling by road to Dover, crossing by destroyer to
It was re-established at Petit-Synthe, where it was equi
Caudrons, Breguets, Nieuports, Sopwiths, Shorts, Camels.
were then formed into a number of Squadrons, Nos. 5,
0. quadron became No, 4 Wing, 1
ter Air Marshal Si:
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FAIRWAY TO OSTEND HARBOUR.



BILLET AT CAMPHIN,



Bos BARBER HOLDS UP BILL BAKER.
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¢ Mole—whose damage would interfere with the Germ
andmfgigriggivity from the Belgian Coast. f =
SUP" The life and traditions of the Squadron were entirely naval in character.
~ The Handley-Pages with which they flew were machines far in advance
of their time Their performance and weight-carrying capacity right back
in 1916 compared very well with those of the bombers in the R.A.F. at the
beginning of the 1939 war, twenty th;e_e years later.

Ordinary young men, who had joined up from civilian life, were put
iato these huge machines, which seemed incredible monsters in those days.
They learnt to manage them, and flew them night after night over the lines
against very heavy oppo§1tion. _

Such was the efficiency _of the crews, and such the efficiency of the
machines, that for months raids were carried out against intense concentra-.
tions of searchlights and anti-aircraft fire, almost as if by clockwork without,
fortunately, many casualties. - '

This effort was made possible by the efficiency of the ground crews,
and everybody in the Squadron, who took an equal pride in seeing work
well done. : S '

e Y O T o b O G L 0 O R L i S

- A searchlight holds me in its cruel grip
And lights with blinding glare my little ship-i .
A thousand eyes must watch me in the town:
A thousand souls must wish to bring me down,
lunge onward through the flaming hell
ightness and of bursting shell .. .
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In February 1918 the Admiralty decided that

a well-earned rest and it was transferred to Al

not for long, for its work In operations with the Do

Importance that within two weeks |

again attacking its old objectives,
Now came the German break throy

call from the Army fo; the bombing of

after night machines were raiding, both f

Squadron was now the only heavy bombing squadron in the Northern sector,
207 having been returned to England for re-equipment.
The Squadron

was the first in action in the great Naval attack on
Zeebrugge Mole on the 22nd April when the Navy, under A(Elrmrgll L'or’c_'l
Keyes, effected a landing and the block ships “ Intrepid ” and Iphigenia

were sunk in the fairway of the Zeebrugge-Bruges Canal. This action also

drew the attention of the German Command from the Somme bulge,,lwho"

then expected a landing by our forces on the Belgian coast. ;
More heavy bombing squadrons of Handley-Page machines were being
formed and experienced personnel of the Squadron were being posted to ﬁhgr
strength, with the result that only the nucleus of trained an:-cre}vs was le 4
but this difficulty was surmounted by recruiting regular_ aircraft persom;ﬁ
for duties as " back gunners.” Many a mechanic, clerk, and even once an
armourer, volunteered. z i A Te X :
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Kl e ofith P . 1918, just after the machines had left
- On the evening © hine circled the aerodrone, suddenly dropped a line

; ¢ . )
on & faid 2 3"“?&? z:nachine-gun fire, causing casualties, several fatal, in
and O ;

0 ‘e attack. b

surprise 44 i ame a mass attack of heavy German 'bom ers
% The followéngmglggthiih was a grim and unforgettable experience for
t the aeroct ’ Altogether in the raids no fewer than 740 bombs were

1inS
‘:gzlse Wéhgwaéenﬁgsﬁhes in this concentrated raid which caused a R R
dropﬁfies and much damage. . Wt
““But_even then the work of No. 214 was not interrupted, and the
u

dley-Pages set out, as usual, on their own raids, using the coastal sands
Hand €7, rdych, west of Dunkerque, as an emergency aerodrome.

Ma - .
£ Fﬁ]ese same sands were in 1940 to be the site of the greatest battle in

I's history when, deserted by our Allies, our army defied the full

;ﬁ:ﬂagf the German Navy, Army and Air Force, and made a fighting retreat

back to its own shores. ;
But it meant the end—and a sad end—to the base at Coudekerque which

everyone had grown to like, as their environment when away from their
home in England.

About a month later the Squadron resumed its work at St. Inglevert,
between Calais and Boulogne. The task was becoming harder. German night
fighters were beginning to get active. Still the machines went out—often to
the old well-known targets—and returned, with occasional tragic gaps, for
the care and attention of the patient good-humoured ground crews.

Then, as the war approached its end, the Squadron moved again—for a
short time to Quellin—and then on to Camphin, near Lille. which for so
long had been in enemy territory. ;

And on the night o-f'gle.




marines were provisioned and refitted. Again and again it went out to bomp |
the ' Scharnhorst’” and '* Gneisenau ' at Brest, and it took part in the |
attempt to intercept the two German warships when they escaped Notth
| through the Dover Straits. . I
| It took part in the tremendous raid against Peenemunde in the Baltic |
| which is believed to have retarded the “ V.17 long range Weafon programme
by six months: and by showering radapdecelwn_g strips of aluminium at ‘ :
the time of the Normandy landings helped materially to delude the enemy
air force so that the airborne invasion enjoyed comparative immunity from
fighter attack. ‘ . Sk L

CAPTAIN CHARLIE e

He stands upon the bandstand bare

B With Whiskey and eyeglass and never a care - e

B Till he catches the glimpse of a Handley’s Light e
He calls for a flare or a rocket white z i ﬁ' £

E And the Pilot breathes a thankful prayer, G

B ¥ - Or, possibly begins to swear. =i REET

7 he calls his perch
maybe a



