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Royal Australian Air Force Memorial
Brisbane
The colours of the different granites used can be seen



<«

World War Two airman

One of four mosaic service figures of WW2 added to the
magnificent Memorial Building in Canberra,
originally built to commemorate The Great War.
A number of Australian aircrew lost their lives on No.214(FMS) Squadron.



Sqn.Ldr. Bob Anstee AFM AFC

This item of Bob Anstee’s RAF career should have appeared in the last newsletter,
unfortunately it was left out.

Bob was born in Bristol on May 11th. 1924 and died in Kings Lynn on October 8th.
2003. Before joining the RAF he had trained as an engineer with Bristol Aircraft.

1942 - Marshalls EFTS --Tiger Moth
AFS Little Rissington
Withdrawn to train as a Flight Engineer . Short course
1651 HCU RAF Waterbeach ----Stirlings
214 (FMS)Sqn. RAF Chedburgh---Stirlings
214 (FMS)Sqn. RAF QOulton --- Fortresses
Dec. 1944 - Tour completed. 14 on Stirlings , 30 on Fortresses

1947

April 1952---

1953
April 1954

1956

Aug. 1963
Oct. 1963
Dec. 1966 |

April 1972
Sept. 1973

Oct. 1973
April 1979
1980
1983
1984
1985
1990

1699 HCU , RAF Oulton Fortress and B24

RAF Warton, Radio School

Iris Inspector, Radio Services. Lancaster

Transport Command . Avro Yorks

241 OCU, RAF Dishforth. Avro Yorks

59 Sqn. RAF Abingdon . Avro Yorks

40 Sqn. RAF Bassingbourn. Avro Yorks.

115 Sqn. RAF Marbham. Washington ( B29 Superfortress)

Special Duty Flight. Barksdale AFB and Sculthorpe. RB45 Tornado

First Special Duty carried out. Reconnaissance over the Soviet Union.

Returned to 115 Sqn.

HQ 3 Group. Valiant Performance Book

Second Special Duty Flight carried out over the Soviet Union

Returned to HQ 3 Group

RAE Farnborough , Victor,Valiant,Vulcan,Ashton, Lincoln et al.

511 Sgn. RAF Lyneham. ETPS , Glider

OCTU

216 Sqn. RAF Lyneham . Comet

A & AE , Boscombe Down , E Sqn. Heavy Aircraft Nav. Division ;
Comet , Belfast , Hercules , VC10

511 Sgn. RAF Brize Norton. Britannia

Left RAF service.

Joined Dan Air . 707 , 727 , BAC 111

Pakistan International , 707 , 727

Malaysia Airlines 707

Air Lanka 707

Air Djibouti 727

Personal pilot to Prince Abanda Aturki Faisal. Boeing 727/200
Retired .

Bob had gone from trainee pilot in 1942 , retrained and operated as a Flight
Engineer, operated as a co-pilot from 1950 , and after leaving the RAF qualified
to fly in the "left hand seat" which involved a new career as an airline pilot.
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In 1942 when the war was at it's height | had reached the age when it was possible for me to
pe drafied into a factory, doing war work, Not w’;fhmw 10 do this type of work | felt | could
do something more worth while, so | considere:d a life In the RAF. My brother had already
inined the MNavy so | enlisted in the air force and was accepied as a WWAAF,

{ wanied to do a driving course, however that job was filled. As | wanted to do my bit in the
war | accepted any trade they offered. With a lot of other young girls, 1 caught a train to
tackpool (1 guote young girls. as none of us were over 20 years old). Arriving at Blackpool,
we were met by a very loud voiced Sergeant, who called us to “Get Fell In” we all thought it
a strange request, as none of us had the faintest idea what he meant. After we were kitted
cut, a few words were had from the said Sarge, we soon found out what this “Get Fall In
was, in & weels we became more like air force personal than civvies, and square bashing on
the promenade at Blackpool with the ice cold wind blowing off the ocean wasn’t a pleasant
introducticn to the service, however we all passed at our final parade and we looked very
smart.

{ was sent to my first camp at Chedburgh. where | was assigned to the air crew meess, here the
kitchen staff served the meals. iy job was to see to it that all drinks and cutlery were on the
tables where we served all the pre-op and posi-op msals.

This was a happy camp. but | feel my happiest times wera spent at Culton, with Squadron 214
i spent rnost of my service life at Quliton it was 2 great experience.

i was placed in the air crew mess again, only this time in the sergeants mess where I made a
lot of friends. two of which i stili correspond with, after all these yeard! also cie crew member
fiving in New Zealand, who was shot down and bacame a PO, Doug Dou g!

{'E"aero were many a time | shed tears when | saw an empty table at breakfast, knowing the
crew had been shot down and hoping they had been picked up, and perhaps become
prischers

We W.AAF got to know a lot of crews as we saw them everyday, they were very frisndly,
courteous and respectful to our girls, this also applied to the Aussies, Mew Zealanders, ch yes.
the Americans as well. it was iust like one big happy family.

{ _an cemnember the once a month dances, we all icoked forward to those evenings Mind
you it w=s all ballroom dancing, none of this rock and rell and no tape music, we had a live
band =ve y »im2 and some of the fads had two jeft feet but we ail enjoyed the night.

vere 3 couple of miles from the camp. we had bikes but when it smowed we
s they sent us transport. One morning. going to work, a Cerman fighter
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followed cne of our planes in, fring at i, We "‘searc' a crash; we were iater told it was the
German plane that had crashed. shot down by a Spiifire.

One thing we liked to do was walk up to the control tower and wave the planes off wishing
themn the best of ludk on their mission. When the war had ended. the sguadron was disbanded
and the W.AA.F's were ali posted to other station. | went to Cosfaid only this time |
worked in the officer’s nress. Whilst at Cosfor:d they weere trying to organise a concert | went
alcng to see what was needed, | said | did Hula dancing and this is where | met ray fiiture
husband, he was at this camp doing 2 fitters course. and he offered to play the guitar for me,
The show was a great suiccess. we toured arcund to the other camps. it was called “Erle’s
Wonders”, this show business rehearsing heiped to pass the time away.

My boyfrienﬁ asked me to meet his family, when | arrived. there were two raf bods, one was
in the air-sea-rescue. the other a Flight Lieutenant who asked me which station | had beens on,
he had also been at Culton, but on 223 squadron. He often performed in the band. playing
alto sax. He was a terrific chap, he did two tours of ops in his time. the other brother had
been in the Far East for a long time...

I was demobbed on the 4-11-1646, married in 1947 and in 1950 we came out to Australia just
for a lock around, but we have stayed here now for 54 years. bringing up our son and
daughter. both are married. so grand children have filled our lives. Hopefully we will be over
this year for a holiday, also attending the 214 dinner on September the 25", we have alreadly
booked cur hotel room and | am looking forward to hopefully meeting some old squadron
members. perhaps somecne will rernember that chy W.AA.F who used to serve them

Some happy-times. soime sad times, bui wonderful memories for me.

Sylvia Dribbus in 1944

As reported in the news section , Sylvia and her husband , Maurice , have
booked to come to the Reunion in Norwich on the weekend of Sept. 24/25th.



ROLL OF HONCUR 1942

As in previous Roll of Honour lists in the Nightjar I have continued backwards
through the months, from August 1942 to April 1st. 1942

Stirling Mk.1 BF330 "H" Stirling Mk. 1T N3729 "R"
Aug. 17/18th. 1942 Aug. 6/7th. 1942
Sgt. A.Fleming RCAF + S/Ldr. R.G.G.English ok
Sgt. A.Dewer + P/Oft. F.C.Hill ok
P/Off. K.P.Symes + P/Off. R.M.Dunkley ok
Sgt. W.H.Jones o Sgt. E.R.Rees ok
Sgt. G.W.Pickworth + P.Off. K.A.Needleson ok
Sgt. AH.C. Gill RCAF + Sgt. R. Florence RNZAF ok
Sgt. R. Kerry + Sgt. R.G. Warwick ok
Sgt. C. Passingham Ok
Note. T/Off. 01-15, returned early and
crashed while trying to land at base.
Stirling Mk.1 W7566 "C" Stirling Mk. 1 W7567 "S"
July 26/27th. 1942 p July 23/24th. 1942
F/Lt. G.R. Simich RNZAF  pow P/Off JI.D.Peel +
Sgt. D.L. Knibb pow 4 Sgt D.F. Dobson +
F/Sgt. D.W.Attwood RNZAF pow v F/%gt P.J. Withers +
Sgt. C.L. De Freitas -~ pow v ‘E‘»gt H.C. Fairhall pow
Sgt. R.G.Cartwright pow /Sgt E.H. Cooper +
Sgt. A.T.B.Jackson RNZAF  pow /Sgt. J.B. Fleming RCAF +
P/Off. B.M.Sheppard RNZAF pow \/Sgl F.AW. Thome +
Stirling Mk.1 BF313 "T" Stirling Mk.1 N3751 "p"
July 2/3rd. 1942 June 27/28th. 1942
W/Cdr. K.D. Knocker #* Sgt. F.M. Griggs RAAF ok
Sgt. T.E.L.Palmer + Sgt. T.N.C. Prosser ok
Sgt. JW.C. Underwood + Sgt. A.R. O’Hara ok
P/Off. D.Malofie RCAF + Sgt. W. Wildey inj.
Sgt. P.F.Inman + Sgt. R. Watson ok
F/Sgt.R.H.Ritchie + F/5gt. J.1.C. Waddicar ok
Sgt. R.Fairhurst + Sgt. HAW. Sewell +
F/Sgt. 2.G.Wilson RCAF + Naote. Damaged by flak and fighters, crashed
at base with wheels retracted
Stirling Mk.1 W7538 " T " 7
Fune 25/26th. 1942 } //
P/OfL. Smith ok v

Badly shot about by night fighters , this
Stirling crashianded at Coltishall and was
written off. Two members of the crew were
wcunded during the fighter engagements.
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Stirling Mk.1 DJ973 " A " Stirling Mk.1 R9319" S "

June 24/25th. 1942 June 20/21st. 1942
F/Sgt. W.N. Craig + Sgt. R. Lewis ok
Sgt. H.S. Barker + Sgt. Nicholl ok
Sgt. G.J. Mugford + Sgt. Holland ok
Sgt. P.G. Brothers + Sgt. Gray ok
Sgt. D.E. Shrimpton + Sgt. Shrimpton ok
Sgt. E.H. Brown RCAF + P/Off. Findlay ok
Sgt. R.B. Appleby ok Sgt. Thompson ok
Note: Returned with engine problems, Note: Port inner failed, turned back,
crashed at Hundon at 03-4%hrs. landed at high speed and hit a parked

Stirling.

Stirling Mk.1 N3762 "C " Stirling Mk.1 R9326 "G "

June 19/20th. 1942 June 11/12th. 1942
S/Ldr. P. Nixey DSO + +/ Sgt. A.R. Tonkin RAAF pow
F/Off. R.McD.Mitchell RCAF pow /Sgt. G.H. Ransore pow
Sgt. W.E. Pearson + /Sgt. W.D.Horne pow
F/Off. C.D.Noble RCAF pow /F/Sgt. C.L.Honeychurch RCAF pow
W/Off. L.R.Burgin pow / Sgt. G.D. Morton pow
Sgt. D.A. Melville + v Sgt. 8.G. Goodey pow
Sgt. A. Buckley + / Sgt. L.D.Richardson pow
Sgt. J.H. Bailey pow ./ Sgt. B.F.Hoskins pow
Stirling Mk.1 N3761 "E" Stirling Mk.i W7537 "H"

June 6/7th. 1942 June 3/4th. 1942
F/Lt. RW.A.Turtle DFC o F/Sgt. R.J. Finch +
Sgt. A.R. Scott + W/Off. W. Wall +
F/Lt. N. Harrison + Sgt. S.E. Saunders $
P/Off. L. Treppass + Sgt. E. Docherty +
F/Sgt. W. Barham + Sgt. J.F.P. Knight pow
P/Off. J.B. Holdsworth + W/Off. L.S. Hill pow
P/Off. B.P. Cardinal RCAF + Sgt. J.H. Spinks +
P/Off. EXM. Marks RCAF  + F/Sgt. J. McD. Brown pow
Stirling Mk.1 W7534 "E" Wellington 1c DV768

May 30/31th. 1942 April 28/29th. 1942
P/Off. H. Dent + Sgt. S.W.G. Avent .a
Sgt. C.H. Muir RAAF + Sgt. A.J. Hyde +
Sgt. R.S. Cruise + Sgt. H.F.V. Whehay +
P/Off. S.S. Dimond + Sgt. G.E. Newman e
Sgt. G.C.Bunning + Sgt. G.T. Owen +
Sgt. J.H. Munday + Sgt. F.T.Williams +
P/Off. W. Davies o Note: The last Squadron Wellington
Sgt. P.G. McGrath + to be lost on operations.
Wellington 1c 78951 Wellington 1c 71148

April 15/16th. 1942 April 14/15th. 1942

P/Off. L.M. Leech RCAF + F/Sgt. R M. Lawrence RCAF +
P/Off. H.A. Shortt + Sgt. B.O. Gates RCAF +
Sgt. J. Ward + P/Off. R.B. Halliday RCAF +
Sgt. G.M.C. Turner + Sgt. D.H.M. Jacques RCAF +
Sgt. P. Heppenstall + Sgt. E. Mason +
Sgt. V.E. Egan + Sgt. S. Cox +
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Wellington 1c¢ HE856
April 10/11th. 1942

P/Off. J.W. Murray

F/Sgt. H.A.Neal RCAF

Sgt. C.W.Penny

Sgt. F.Bonser

Sgt. D. Smith

Capt. H.M.Butterworth RA

+++ + 4+ +

APRIL ist./ 2nd. 1942
On this night the target was Hanau and seven of the Squadron’s aircraft were
lost. Of the 42 crew members , only one survived to be taken as a pow.

Wellington 1c R1789 Wellington 1c X9979

Sgt. S. Burtwell + P/Off. J.H.A. Baker +
Sgt. A.E. Rees + Sgt.D.A.S.Hamilton RNZAF +
Sgt. K.H. Tibbatts + F/Sgt. A.R. Vint <+
Sgt. P.Wood + F/Sgt. T.F.Flanagan +
Sgt. J.C. Dunn = F/Sgt. R.A.J.Trevillian +
Sgt. H.Downs + Capt. H.J.Tingle MC , RA +

Wellington 1c 71052 Wellington 1¢c 21156

% W/O1 W.D. Page RCAF  + Sgt. A.A.Ferguson 4

/Sgt. H. Mitchell e Sgt. W.R.West RCAF +

+/Sgt. J. Murphy + Sgt. V.P.W. Wheaton T+

/Sgt. S. Perry - X'Sgt, D.O. George +

o Sgt. R.A.Platt o Sgt. H. Chilvers +

\/Sgt. C.H. Davidson pow Sgt. N. Ramsbottom +
Wellington 1c 78805 Wellington _1c 78842
Sgt. E. Dixon - F/Lt. E.D.Baker DFC RCAF +
P/Off. T. Best RCAF + Sgt. V.L. Stephens +
Sgt. A.G. Richards = F/Sgt. S.S. Dawes RCAF +
P/Off. J.McK. Henderson = Sgt. G.E. Newman +
Sgt. E.K. Stevens + Sgt. E.W. Shotter =
Sgt. E.T. Albrighton + F/Sgt. E.H. Erby +

Wellington 1c 728978 pgu -7
v/ P/Oft. R.W.S. Hayes
v/ F/Sgt. N.G. Hickey RCAF
W/ Sgt. G.W. Jackson
/ Sgt. L. L. Eagleton
v Sgt. R. Kitney
\/ F/Sgt. J. Nash

+ 4+ 4+ + + +

Note: Two of the rear gunners were Royal Artillery officers , not uncommon at this
period. One had probably served in WW1 as a holder of the Military Cross.

Once again thanks are due to Bill Chorley for allowing us to reproduce these
losses from his Bomber Command Losses, Vol. 3 (1942). WW11.



THE NEXT " NIGHTJAR " NEWSLETTER

This edition is the biggest yet ; it has more pages and items of interest , but

with increased production and postage costs. We hope you think it worth the
extra outlay ?.

It is our intention to make the next edition , due out in mid February , a special
TANKER version , however in order to produce this we need help from members

who served on the Squadron from the early trials period in 1957 / 58 through
to disbandment in January 1977.

We require history , stories, anecdotes , any other items of interest,and of
course photographs. It takes quite a few weeks to plan and produce each

edition in which case could you please let us have whatever you can provide
by the end of October at the latest.

If the number of items received amounts to more than we can use in one edition
it will have to be carried forward into future editions.

It cannot be guaranteed that every item will be used, that will depend on a
variety of factors such as space , cost , suitability etc.

Colour photos are acceptable but because of cost will have to be reproduced
in the "Nightjar" in black and white.

If possible laser printed copies of your original photos would be preferable,
but of a size that would fit comfortably into the pages of the newsletter.

Peter M. Walker and Jock Whitehouse

AND FINALLY A LITTLE BIT OF NONSENSE

The Station Commander at a wartime airfield was driving down a narrow country
lane when he saw, coming towards him, a little girl of about ten years of age
leading a very large Ayrshire cow attached to a halter.

He puiled on to the side of the road to let her pass, wound down the window,
and as the girl and cow came past said , " and where are you taking that huge
beast young lady "?

" Qim taking her to be bulled zur "

" But could’nt your father do that "

" Oh no zur, thas gotta be a bull ".

Two old pensioners were sitting in the sunshine recalling their "squarebashing’
days in the late 1940s.

" Do you remember ", said George , " That stuff they put in the tea to take our
minds off young women".

" [ think that was called bromide ", recalled Fred.

" Whatever it was called ", said George, " I think it’s beginning to work ".

A Viking warrior returned to his home town, having been away for two years,
burning and pillaging in Britain.

He was extremely annoyed to find that he had not been accorded a civic
reception and that his name was no longer on the register of leading citizens.
He threatened to hang, draw and quarter the person responsible.

When the town mayor informed the registrar of his likely fate all he could say
was " Oh dear, I must have taken Lief off my census ".



LATE NEWS EXTRA

New Members ( since the last Newsletter ).

JACK BENNETT -- Cpl. Engine fitter , Stradishall 1941/42
JOHN V. MATHEWS RAAF , W/op. Oulton 1944/45. Shot down and
pow , March 1945. (George Stewarts crew)

IAN HUNT , Aircraft researcher on 214 Sqn. Fortress operations.

( has produced a list of all ops., with aircraft and skipper of each and
kindly sent me a copy in a very smart folder )

Mrs. MARGARET CRAIG. Her uncle, Sgt. D.O.Dowson lost on a

Stirling , April 11th. 1943.

KATE BRETTELL , her uncle, Fit.Lt. Reg Turtle DFC skipper of

a Stirling lost in June 1942 . (see Roll of Honour in this Nightjar.)

New 214 Sqn. colour prints available. ( Approx size , 18 x 12 inches, unframed )
Valiant XD816 , Fortress BU-Q , Fortress BU-B

£7.00 each plus postage/packing £2.00 ( sent in a cardboard tube )

From the City of Norwich Aviation Museum, Old Norwich Road,

Horsham St. Faith, Norwich NR10 3JF . Tel. 01603-- 893080
Payment to , City of Norwich Aviation Museum.

Postage of this edition of the Nightjar

In the report of the cost of producing a bigger Nightjar ( see Committee notes)
I mentioned that the postage would be 43p per copy (UK). Since then postage
has increased and this copy (UK) now costs 47p.

The cost of printing each bigger Mightjar amounts to £1.55 , totalling, with

the postage (JK) £2.02 . This figure does not take account of the cost of

the Reunion and Booking forms or other incidental costs throughout the year
in running the Association.

Therefore you will see that with two Newsletters each year ,we are left with a
very small margin from the annual subscription of £5.00 per member.
Nonetheless, as you will see in the Committee notes , we intend to fund our
expenditure from reserves as and when required, rather than increase the subs.,
at least for the time being.

Some of our members pay £10.00 each year and this is very welcome, thank you
to those of you who do.

Peter M. Walker
Secretary

See overleaf for some historical information -----



Special D-Davy Edition

Operations flown by 214 Sgn. on the night of June 5/6th. 1944 .

Fortress SR382 BU-B  Sqn. Ldr. S.R. Jeffrey ABC jamming
early return , No. 1 engine fire ( reached 51-00 N / 00-40 E )

Fortress SR377 BU-M F/Off. CE. Lye RNZAF . ABC jamming,

Early return; oxygen failure, intercom trouble and No. 3 engine problems.
( reached 50-47 N / 0054 E )

Fortress SR386 BU-N ~ W/Cdr. D.J. McGlinn ~ ABC jamming ,

early return due to damage by an ME410 (claimed destroyed) and loss
of height in combat.

Fortress SR381 BU-F  F/Lt. D.M.Peden RCAF, ABC jamming ,
operation carried out , no problems.

Fortress SR388 BU-H Sqn. Ldr. W.S. Day DFC, RCAF; ABC jamming ,
operation carried out , no problems .

Note: ABC jammer ( Airborne Cigar ) . This type of jamming equipment was
generally phased out by late July 1944 and replaced by JOSTLE .

These Fortresses were B17Fs , fourteen of this model being supplied to the

Squadron in 1944. By late September 1944 they had largely been replaced by
B17Gs.

This information was obtained from the list of 214 Sgqn. operations produced
by Ian Hunt, a new member.

Ian had spent many hours going through the Sqn. ORBs (Operational record
books ) at the National Archives, Kew ( formerly The Public Record Office )
He is currently working on producing a list of the names of each crew member
and not just the aircraft and skipper ;

Bill Chorley’s volumes on Bomber Command Losses 1939/45 lists all those
aircrew who were killed or taken pow, but does not of course list those who
survived.

Ian Hunt ’s lists of crews will prove very useful in answering various questions
that often arise. Each crew member will know from their log books when they
went on ops. but I have sometimes been asked " who else was up that night ?,
its’ a long while ago and I can’t remember."





