





















































It was about December of 1960 that Vulcan crews started receiver training for the
proposed non-stop flight to Sydney in Australia. Training progressed with non-stop
flights from Scampton to Nairobi, and to Karachi and back then finally in June 1961
with the first non-stop flight from Scampton to Sydney, a distance of 11,500 miles in
20 hours 3 minutes at an average speed of 573 mph, the aircraft was refuelled
overhead Cyprus, Karachi and Singapore. If memory serves me right we had nine
Valiants on this trip and all remained serviceable for the duration of the exercise.
After this significant achievement Sir Alan Cobham presented trophies to the officer
commanding of No’s 214 and 617 Squadrons. It was also memorable in that the
double ‘Speed Bird’ logo used by FRL was now incorporated in the 214 Squadrons
emblem emblazoned on the tail fins of the tankers. (See picture page 9)

Other memories are of the boss, during one of the many training trips to Nairobi,
coming home with a bomb bay pannier full of fruit for the squadron personnel. My
wife and I recently visited Kenya and arrived at Nairobi airport only to find the
aircraft parked opposite the RAF Detachment Office that we used, still proudly
displaying the RAF sign. The bomb bay pannier was also handy for the Christmas
run to Malta, when orders were taken for the Christmas bottle.

Valiant tanker of 214 Sqn refuelling a Vulcan




Happy Days - 214 ground crew with a Valiant tanker - staging through Malta on
the way to the Far East -1961. Author; is front row, third from left.

Tt should be noted for the squadron enthusiast that on the 1 April 1962 (44 years after
the formation of the RAF) No 214 (FMS) Squadron and No 90 Squadron officially
became tanker squadrons, losing their bomber commitment and so becoming the first
tanker squadrons in the RAF. HQ 3 Group retained operational control of these

squadrons.

Tan nwg'e using Simons Bomb Hoist mounte(i Monil a .4 Ton Bedfofd CliaSSIS

It was during the loading of a HDU to one of our aircraft that we nearly had a serious



accident, although at the time we all fell about laughing. [ used to drive and operate
the Simons Bomb Hoist, the corporal, (Cpl Blower) would get in the cage and I would
manoeuvre him onto the spine of the aircraft and with the chief in the bomb bay we
would carryout the loading procedure, during this time we would be in contact
through a throat mike head set. After the load was completed it was standard
operating procedure for the corporal to stow the equipment, remove his headset and
throat mike and before placing them in the cage, hold the mike to his throat so as give
me the instruction to withdraw the boom and remove the vehicle, (you must bear in
mind that you could not see the top of the aircraft from the vehicle), he would then
come down via the aircraft rear hatch. The instruction given I started to swing the
boom, only to hear a strange noise in my headset; that’s right, he was still attached
and [ was pulling him along the spine of the aircraft, I hate to think what would have
happened if I had decided to raise the boom first.

It was about this time that the RAF Mk VI probe and drogue equipment was replaced
with the Standard NATO Mk VIII probe and drogue. There was further training with
the Vulcan’s and this was to lead to yet another trip to Australia. This time with
three Vulcan’s of 101 Squadron who flew non-stop from Waddington to Perth in 18
hr 7 mins. Operational training was in full flow and the Sqn was to carry on training
with the Vulcan’s, Sea Vixen’s, Victor’s and the Lightning aircraft, which would be
the next aircraft to be tanked to the Far East. There was never a dull moment on the
Squadron. One day we had a Valiant return with the hose and drogue still extended,
some electrical fault had prevented it from being wound in, but the crew being
professional landed safely. There was also an incident when a Lightning lost its
probe, you’ve guessed it, it was still in the drogue when the Valiant landed.
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XD 816 Note the Squadron Crest witl_ljnthe Speed Logo




In December 1964 the Valiant aircraft were grounded because of severe metal fatigue
in the main wing spars and were officially withdrawn from service at the end of
January 1965, many of the squadron personnel were posted during December 64 and
the rest during the early part of the new year. I consider myself to be one of the
lucky ones as I was posted, in March 65, to RAAF Butterworth, a unit I had visited
regularly during our tanlaing exercises. Now my wife could see for herself the terrific
hardship we suffered in the Far East!

214 Squadron disbanded on 28 February 1965, a sad day for all on the squadron and
those associated with it. During the tanker years the squadron had a record that
anyone would be proud of and history will recall that the first tanker squadron; 214
(Federated Malay States) Squadron played a significant role for the future of air-to-air
refuelling.

214 Squadron was to reform at Marham on the 21 July 1966 with Victor tankers.
However, that is another story.

WO Shaun P Broaders MBE RAF Ret

I would like to offer my grateful thanks to the following, for their help and
contribution.

Photographs from Cobhams Archives and quotations from In Cobhams’ Company by
Colin Cruddas ISBN 0 9524488 0 7

Photographs from Aerofax Vickers Valiant by Eric Morgan available from Midland
Counties Publications 0145 254450



214 SON. TANKERS , RAF MARHAM

Valiant B (PR) KI WZ390 . Very early refuelling trials, late 1958 early 1959.
The officer in the foreground is Sqn.Ldr. Doug Petrie, one of the Squadron’s
many Sqn.Ldr. pilots at this period. Note the long shadows indicating an early
morning start to the day. The crew chief was Jock Smithers.

Original (colour) photo sent by Wng. Cdr. John Wynne.

Handley Page Victor BK 1A XA936. At Marham in 1973.

Note the unique(red) squadron logo on the tail fins of the aircraft and on the
door of the Landrover. Photo from Jock Whitehouse.



ROLIL. OF HONOUR 1942 to 1941

As in previous Roll of Honour lists in the Nightjar I have continued backwards
through the months from March 1942 to May 1941.

Wellington Mklc 71143
March 26/27th. 1942

P/Off. EW.C. Creed RAAF
Sgt. W.W.R. Norton RAAF
RAAF

Sgt. W.L Christsen
Sgt. A F.M.Emms
Sgt. J.R.Payne

Capt. A.P. Mair RA

/ Wellington Mk.1c X9890
14 January 28/29th. 1942
P/Off. G.H.Webster RCAF
v/ Sgt. F.A.-Tait RCAF
Sgt. C.J. Irwin
Sgt. G.M.Robinson
Sgt. P.G.Milton
Sgt. F.G. Truscott

Wellington Mk.1c 78953
December 1st. 1941

Sgt. M.J.Fitzgerald

Sgt. J.R. Boland

Sgt. LA.Flower

Sgt. GJ.W. Fleming

Sgt. R.-W. Ebsworth

Sgt. H.L. Loveday

Wellington Mk. 11 Z8373

November 26/27th. 1941
\/ JF/Sgt. N.G.Hettrick RCAF
\/ggt. M.A. Weavers
/ PIOft. AD. Moore
P/Off. C.D.Cooling RCAF
Sgt. HJ. Cooper
/ Sgt. G.L. Hall
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Wellington Mk.1c 71081 "B"
February 12th. 1942

W/C R.D.B. Macfadden DFC / +
P/Off. JWood +
F/Lt. P.R.Hughes DFC /~ +
Sgt. A.P.Everett +
Sgt. R. Murray pow
Sgt. G.1. Taylor +
S/ M.T. Stephens DFC +
Wellington Mk.Ic R1759
January 15/16th.1942
F/Sgt. E.E.Hale RCAF +
Sgt. G.J. Peck RCAF +
P/Off. H.J. Woodrow RNZAF +
F/Sgt. W.J. Elder RCAF +
Sgt.L.B.Myers +
Sgt. A.L. Lax +
Wellington Mk.1c_X9752
November 29th. 1941

Sgt. S.J.Miller +
Sgt. A.H.Barford +
Sgt. Stewart injured
Sgt. A.D.Southall +
Sgt. R.G.C. Walton +
Sgt. T.A. Quinn +

Crashed near Oakington airfield

Wellingion Mk. 1c_R1784
November 7/8th. 1941
/PO, L.B.Breolani

ok
Sgt. Hamilton ok
Sgt. McLennan ok
Sgt. Holdsworth ok
Sgt. Weller ok
Sgt. Fry ok

Note : As a result of the saving of P/O Ercolani and his
crew after five days at sea his father presented the
Squadron with a carved, wooden squadron crest.
The crest still exists and is put on display at
our annual Reunions.

cotinued overleaf



Wellington Mk. 1c X9762
October 12/13th. 1941

Sgt. J.A. Key pow
Sgt. HR. Boyd RCAF pow
Sgt. A. Saxton pow
Sgt. R. Mutch pow
Sgt. C.W.G. King pow
Sgt. C.W. Heathman pow

Wellington Mk.1c  X9884
September 29/30th. 1941

Sgt. L. Hancock +
Sgt. D.F.Cooper pow
Sgt. A. Burbridge pow
Sgt. J.W.B. Follitt pow
Sgt. A.N. Jones pow
Sgt. H. Antehley pow

Note: Sgt. Heathman was killed on 19/4/45 when

the pow column in which he was marching was

mistakenly shot up by Allied fighters.

Wellington Mk. 11 W5452 "U"
September 20/21st. 1941

Sgt. L.D.Kissack +
P/Off. C.W. Abrey +
P/Off. J.B. Ruston RCAF  +
Sgt. J.Aitken +
Sgt. 1.J. Green o
P/Off. White injured

Note: Crashed at Manston

Wellington Mk.1c R1717
September 2/3rd. 1941

F/Lt. R.H. May +
Sgt. C. Hambleton +
F/Off. J.P.McKay RCAF +
Sgt. L.W.Price +
Sgt. L. Black ¥

+

Sgt. CJ. Brakeman RCAF

Wellington Mk. 1cX9750
August 6/7th. 1941

P.Off. C. McD. Didsbury RNZAF +

Sgt. R.G. Burnett +
Sgt. W.J.V. Crowsley +
Sgt. N.E. Mills +
Sgt. E.J. Page +
P/Off. G.D.E. Stack +
Wellington Mk. 1c R1613 "G"
July 14/15th. 1941

P/Off. J.G. Crampton pow
F/Sgt. R. Instone pow
P/Off. J.C. Jenkins +
Sgt. R. Kent pow
F/Sgt. H.E. Jones pow
Sgt. M.A. Johnson pow

Wellington Mk.1c R1784
September 7/8th. 1941

W/C G.L. Cruickshanks DFC
S/L W. Davies

F/Off. W. Esplen

F/Lt. K.J.Falconer DFC

Sgt. L.T. Chapman

Sgt. A.N.Page

+ 4+ + ++ +

Wellington Mk. 1c _R1604
August 29/30th. 1941

Sgt. E.W. Foxlee RCAF

Sgt. J.H.Williamson

Sgt. J.E. Jerrard

Sgt. G. Klusky

Sgt. E. Halestrap

Sgt. K. Morris

Wellington Mk.1c R1614 "H
July 14/15th. 1941

+++ + + +

Sgt. R.D. Hull
F/Sgt. W.G. Lewis

P/Off. V.K. Brown +
Sgt. M.R. Collins RCAF  +
Sgt. J. Taylor +
Sgt. J.S. Else +
+
+

Wellington Mk.ic T2992
July 7/8th. 1941
F/Off. R.M.P. Jenkyns +
P/Off. J. McAnnally +
P/Off. D.N.R. Armstrong +
RAAF

Sgt. E.H. King +
Sgt. A. Evans +
Sgt. G.F. Roughton pow




BY ONE OF OUR MEMBERS

Flight Lieutenant Reginald William Arthur Turtie DFC (1916-1942)

My uncle, known to the family as Arthur, received his flying badge m December 1538. A note on
his personnel records describes him as' a most intelligent pupil and a sound oicr w5 good
common sense’. He had joined on a short service commission at a time of rapd ewar RAF
expansion. His first posting was to No 14 Squadron when it was re-ecupong »= ickers
Wellesley, in TransJordan. A refractive lens condition meant that he was mvaicst Sack to the
UK in early 1940 but his eyesight seems to have improved sufficiently *or ™ 20 de posied to No
9 Squadron, flying night sorties in Vickers Weliingtons. As was tne cusom for many aircrew. who
had completed thirty sorties, Arthur undertook a six month period of msirucior's dubes, stationed
with No 27 OTU . In November 1941, No 148 Squadron began to convert to the new Short

Stirling four-engine bomber and Arthur was posted to RAF Mildenhall a month later

In May 1942, No 214 Squadron also converted to Stirlings There was a need for
experienced Stirling pilots at this time and Arthur transferred to RAF Stradishall on 8th
May. The Operations Record Book shows that Arthur flew three soriies »mh No 214
Squadron in late May and early June, including the famous1200 Bomber raxd on

Cologne. Then, on June 6th, out of the eight Stirknes detailed 10 anack Emden. Arthur's
was the only Stirling, N3761 BU-E , which failed 10 return. It was shot down over
Terschelling, one of the Frisian Islands, at 1.47am by a German Night Feglwer
Oberleutnant Prinz Egmont Zur Lippe Weissenfeld ,11/NJG2. based at Leeuwarden None
of the eight aircrew survived.

The catalyst which sparked my interest in researching my uncle's war time career was an
entry in the reunion column of SAGA magazine in July 2000 from a Dutchman .Wvb Jan
Groenedijk, who tended the war grave cemetery on Schiermonnikoog where mv uncles
body had been washed ashore and subsequently buried. Wyb Jan had amassed an incredible
amount of information, including photographs of the military funeral accorded to Arthur
by the German Commandant. Having accessed Arthur's personnel records and exhausted
the archives at PRO,Kew , I felt the research would not be complete without contacting
the families of the seven aircrew who died with Arthur and I would like to thank them for
their interest , support and all the helpful information they have been able to provide

The crew were:

F/Lt Norman Harrison RAF(VR), Navigator, who seems to have been aboard in his
capacity as Bombing Leader.(His daughter Norma Carruthers is also featured in this issue
).P/O Leonard Treppass RAF(VR) Observer, was the first officer who had been trained
in USA to serve with the No 214 Squadron. P/O Edward Marks RCAF Rear gunner
and P/O Barrie Cardinal RCAF, Mid upper gunner Both the Canadians had been
transferred from a Night fighter squadron based at Drem in Scotland. P/O John
Holdsworth RAF,Wireless operator/airgunner..(Previously he had been a member of
Lucian Ercolani’s crew who had managed to bale out their ditched Wellington and were
rescued from their dinghy at Ventnor, having been at sea for two and a half' days,
November 1941).F/Sgt Wilfred Barham,RAF, Wireless operator/airgunner.Sgt Allan
Scott RAF, Flight engineer.

Kate Brettell

Priory Cottage,

Moxby Priory Farm,
Marton-cum-Moxby

Stilington , York YQO61 1NB,



A Place in the Sky

| hope there's a place, way up in the sky,

Where aircrew can go, when they have to die.

A place where a guy can get a cold beer,

For a friend or a comrade whose memory is dear.

A place where no doctor or lawyer can tread,

And a scribbly-type would not be caught dead!

Just a quaint little place, kind of dark, full of smoke,
Where they like to sing loud, and love a good joke!
The kind of a place where a lady could go,

And feel safe and secure by the men she wouid know.

There MUST be a place where old aircrew go,

When their wings become weary, and their airspeed gets low;
Where the whisky is old, and the women are young,

And songs about flying and dying are sung.

Where you'd see all your mates, who'd “flown west” before
And they'd call out your name, as you walked thru the door,
Who would buy you a drink, if your thirst should be bad,

And relate to the others, “He was such a nice lad!”

And there thru the mist you'd spot an old guy

You'd not seen for years, though he'd taught YOU to fly,
He'd nod his old head, and grin ear to ear,

And say, “Welcome, my son, | am pleased you are here!
For this is the place where true flyers come,

When the battles are over, and the wars have been won;
We've come here at last, to be safe and alone,

From the government clerk, and the management clone,
Politicians and lawyers, police and the noise,

Where all Hours are Happy, and these good ol’ boys,
Can relax with a ‘cool one’, and a well deserved rest......
“Cos this is Heaven my son, you've passed your last test!”

Anon Capt. J. Larkin , ex Trans World Airways (Ret).

Sent in by Sqn. Ldr. Bob Davies

FINALLY; PLEASE DONT FORGET THAT THE ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS HAVE BEEN INCREASED TO £10 AS VOTED FOR AT
THE LAST AGM .






