M0ST SECRET . Eiz

NIGHT RAID RUPIRT NO, 30

CCFY NO. 16

ECLEBER GO:MAND RUTORT OF NIGHD OPIRATICLS, 25-24th (LRSH, 1942.

ifeteorological Advice Cutmitied to the Com:iand

0915 hours, Home bases:- Variable anounts of cloud and medorate visibilidy,
| Target areas:- N. Cemmany, uch cenvection cloud ith showers;
further south, well troen medium and low cloud, iuproving to
little or n0o clovd with local ground haze,
Frince:- generally fine with mcderatc visibility duriag
first part of night,
0315 hours, Homc; baces:= 5 Group's visibility doubtful.
Target areas:~ Zsscn; smedl amounts of cloud, 1cor visibility.
France; fime weather, roor visibility.
Prisian Is.; nuch low cloud at first,
_1610 hours, Home bases:- 5 Group:radistion fog expected to set in early.
L Group and eastern part of 1 Group, satisfactory
all night, .
2 & 3 Groups expected to hold until ©200-0300 hrs,
Target areas:- rrisian Islaunds; fog and low stratus cloud
during first part of night,

Yther arcas , unchanged,

2, Sxccutive Orders

Conditions at bases were e:rpected to be rcasonable, at lecast for the first |
half of the night, and the wieather in the target arcas gmre some choice in the
Ruhr and Rhine districts,

Essen, the target with the highest priority was chosen for o heevy attack.
The operation was planned for T.R. 1335 fitted aircraft to assist those not so
equipped to find the target., The witacking force was divided into a flare force,
an incendiary fwvice and the rmain strilding force, The TL.R, adrcraft included 32
flare c;rrwrs, vhose flares “mr< %o be relcased on a T,R. I'ix, undor on arrangenent
intendcd to provide good illumination of the tar ot for at least 30 nminutes, rickecd
crevs were to drop red flares over the tarjget if they iduntified it unmistakeauly,
The incondiary forec fitted with T.R. 1335 was to approach along a lattice linc and
identify the torget visually by ncons of the flares. Whe flares started by this
feree would illuminetc the tirget for +h: main siriking force,

task in connection writh the s»a—-m'n.ng plan. The Yhitleys of & Group were ordercd
to bomb the submerine basc at St. Nazaire,
3. sSortics

The total numbir of sortics despeatchc? wng 359, For details of the
orerations sec attached table,

}
In addition to the ~ttock con Ssscn a small force from 5 Group wes given a I



