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Aircraft Damaged by Flak (Contd.):-

5 Weather Sxpericneced . '

% = = ) _ 1 Lancaster: - 5 Group: g‘? Squadron: 1 ¥inor
il rnd Dot andsi- Cloudless, tiick 1 haze. . 4 s nchester: 5 Group: 106 Sguadron: 1 Minor
RUkE 7 SiEhioel ancs Cloudiess, taick grown g 1 Hanpden: 5 Group: 420 Squcdron: 1 Minor
Lericit and Route:- Gloudless, ;ond visibility, 2 Hampdens: 5 Group: A535 Squadrom: 2 Finor
M. 3uni= 7/4C - 10/10 loyur cloud, basc 3,500 ft. tops 5000 ft, dispersing Aircraft Damaged by Eneryy Fighter:-

tounrds Duvteh ¢ ast, v y -
© 1 “ellington Ic: 1 Yroun: 103 Squadron: Jat AC—

lioon:- 60,5 of full: above horizon “hrou _hout "oyorations, ‘ ' 1 Wellington ITI: 3 Croup: 156 Sauadron: Cat AC~
5, Fhotogravhic Evidence Aircref't Dasaved Not Due to Ineny Action:-

Bssen  The photlographic owidenc.: obizin .4 gives no indicction that the 1 jﬁell?ngton II: A (}roupi 12 §que.dmn: 1 Z«}'inor
abiust on Bosen awhicved sny success.  Although L5 phofographs wurc @oken with i : :.e'.g}ngfon IV 1 Lroup: 112 :qwzdroni 1 Cat ﬁfC(
bambing, non. of them has bion plott:d writhin 5 nilue of the torget, 15 adrcraft 4 :fi :]l'?g"?n Ir: A GI‘O\IP: 305 :quadron: 1 Cat B
took photographs in ths viciniis of Rncinberg and several of tres. show large fires 1 Shmne 3 Croup: T Squadron: 1ot oe
burning in the open country -zo ke north of is %mm, It is certain thot o decoy 1 > ;ilngto . 3 ;.-roup X 2 ﬂqu.-n.‘ on: L G?t {‘é/
not provicusly roportcd, was pressut in this nmc ond zttracted o lurge part of the 1 Fellington Ll 3 Croup: W13 Saundron: | ab 8
~ttock, Th: other photographs show widely scottored sxsas and sonre of those vhich Srehestars 5 Group: * 33 Squadron: 1 Cat B~

renain unplotted show features sugeenting that they wers t~ken over Holland, The — P
nearest photograph trken with bonbing wac G niles from the target, though one taleng* Sreny Dolenecs
indercndently is only 2% miles .7, of Frupp's works, There is svidence that

some pert of the attack fell on tuilt-up nrens at Oberhausen, Duisborg and Hotborn,

Heavy flak ot Essen was woderate to intense, sounc with scarchlight
speration and so: in predicu.2d cencentrations, bul wis less than hns been
wrericnced previously.  There waes ceoparative inactivisy in th: miin scarchlight
21%, the senrchlights b:ing used moinly in stationary vertical lines and for
~ck indicating. As on a rrevious occasion they were clse 1lnid horizcntally

the growd hazo,

St, lizzeire 8 of the 10 photographs talen ~re of the terget tnd show that
this wes o succcssful ~ttock, Boub bursts enn be sesn all over the dock ~ren,
straddling th: herbour, ani om the nivald bLuildings on th: west side of the Bassin

de Penhouct,

6, Abortive Sorties

Wight fighters were vory cctive between the Dutch coast znd the Rubr,
any single-ongincd encryy aircraft having becn sighted. Although many controlled
izhters wre heard operating only three cttacks were rcportcd. In two of these

of L3 abortive sortics 35 werc duc to techniczl defects includin: 18 cases o s -
ur aireraft sustaincd damnge.

crpine trouble, One aircreft abondoncd owing ©o flck a:mnege ani cnother after an
attock by encmy aircraft. The rcasinder vrs du.. 1o inability to lo.zcte the torg: 7
Sumary

7. Cacurd tics . ' : . vz

et X¥ssen Essen was cloudless with good visibility, but there was a thick
Aireraft Hissing: - round haze, which mey have becn assisted by a smoke 'sercen,
25_14. aircraft werc dctailgd"to attack the toim and 192 clain to hove done
0, soms roport havirg definitely identificd the Xrupp's works or - the tom, and
thers having bombed indefinite built up areas seen by the 1ih* of flares and

Vellington IV: 1 Group: 142 Squadron
Wellington II: 1 Group: 42 Squadron
tfellingtcn III: 3 Group: 75 Squadron

a N b sk ek eb

Manchester: 5 Group: 83 Squadron resuned .to have becn Zssen, or having bombed -existing fires,

lanchester: 5 Group: 61 Sauadron . ) L . ..

lienchester: 5 Group: 106 Squadron ’ ' The photogrephic evidence does not support tacssc cizims but tends to show
2 Hompden: 5 Group: 30 Squadron at the atteck was larpely diverted to a decoy in the Rheimberg district, whose

dstence was hitherto unknowm, Hovover, denage wos certainly done to built up
reas at Obérhausen, Duiszburg and Hanborm and, since the sircraft rcturning

Aireraft Dazeged by Flak:- )
%6 y iO*‘;Ographs present only 207 of th: nttacking foree, it is vossible that the results

2 Wellington Ie: 1 Group: 103 Squa&on: 1 Cat, B c‘_’c‘d uay heve been better than the photographs ATy
1 minor " - :
7 + . . It is clear that the flares were nclcascd ower o wide arca insteed of
2 Jellington Ic: 1 Group: 150 Squndron: 2 minox .
3 Weilinngtoﬁ I‘?’: p Groﬂfu: ng ‘S{éﬁadmg 3 Yiinor -ing concentrated over the torget as intended, It was also reported that some
1 Wellington Ic: f Group: 304 Squadron: 1 minor ' thc fleres were dropred teo high and their reflection on the haze obscured ground
3 Wellington IV: 1 Group: L60 Squadron: 3 minor :42i) rnd iade pinpointing impossible,  In consequence the incendiary forcc was
> Well ingéon ITI: 3 Croup: 9 Souadron: 2 minor ble to id.ntify the target ~nd et it on fire, “hilst thc fleres vicre of some
1 Stirling: 3 Grou;) 15 Stiuadron: 3 minor 2 in guiding the non - 2R, aireraft from gonsidercbls distances, thuir scrtter
3 Wellington IIT: 3 Group: 57 Sqw'.dron.: 3 Cat Av wscd cenfusion and hindercd id.ntification of the target,
1 Yellington III: Group: Squadron: 1 Cat ACT ‘ . - -
1 '?’ellinniton II11: g Grouupp: 1;]?) Egmamm 1 Cat AC7T Sevon sdrerafi feilcd to roiurn from Essen. From the indtpendent
3 Wlellington Ic: 3 Groun: 21k Squadron: 1 Cat AGT scrvations of other crows it is c¢stinated that 211 losses were duc to cnemy action,
_ - - T 5 minor TCC WeTC shot down by flak over the target, and thre. by ewny tighters, A further
4 Stirling: 3 Group: 218 Squadron: 1 Cat AG: aireraft worc daneged by flak,
1 #ellington II: 4 Group: 158 “quadron: 1 ainor. .
4 “iell irrl:gton II: !: Grougz . ﬁ Sz_uadnon: 1 minor the raid lasted e-proximately 2 hours: 100 aircraft bombed during the first
2 sanchester: 5 Group: 61 bquadron: 2 ninor "r enpd 87 auring the ssconds
1 =»anchcster: 5 Group: 63 Squadron: 1 minor eeseeesfoVEr

......./O\'er.




